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than till May 6th, that they may give place to a full
and free Parliament."

The enthusiasm with which his words were received
was indescribable. As the news spread through the city
the people gave way to the wildest demonstrations of
joy. Late as it was the bells were set a-ringing; the
soldiers, who had been shivering all day in their ranks
on Finsbury Fields, were brought in to be fed and fgted
like kings. Bonfires were soon blazing in every street,
and anything that could do duty for an effigy of the
Kump was cast into them. To such a pitiable decrepi-
tude had the glorious Long Parliament lived.

As its doom was cried from end to end of England
the same extravagant scenes were enacted. Associations
were everywhere formed to refuse the payment of taxes
till Monk's demands were complied with. Everywhere
men were worshipping the executioner of their doting
liberator. His guards kept watch at the Parliament's
gates; from the city his sword was stretched over it.
In spite of himself, in spite of every effort to set a lawful
authority above him, G-eorge Monk was uncrowned King
of England.

But the sternest of those who had made the renown
of the greatest of Parliaments were still in their places,
and it was soon clear that they meant to leave no stone '
unturned to dethrone their enemy. Persuasion having
failed they tried what force could do. A new commis-
sion for the army was appointed, so arranged that Monk
must always be in the minority. They distributed arms
to the Fanatics; they tampered with his troops ; they in-
dustriously spread reports amongst Fleetwood's army that
Monk and the city were in league to restore the King.e out writs within seven clays for the
